
Susan B. Anthony 

Temperance: 
The Doorway to Suffrage

Property of Susan B. Anthony Birthplace Museum © 2014



The Birthplace of 

SUSAN B. ANTHONY
Adams, Massachusetts



Family Influences
Susan B Anthony was the daughter of two progressive parents, Daniel 
Anthony and Lucy Read Anthony. 

Daniel was a school teacher who would become a cotton mill owner to 
support his wife and children. 

Lucy had been a student and teacher’s aide when she fell in love with 
Daniel. She does not convert from her Baptist Faith. 











Temperance



Women sung hymns in front of saloons in attempt to discourage 
men from entering, but rather return to their wives and children.















Women Join the Reform



Carrie Nation





Amelia Jenks Bloomer



Elizabeth Cady Stanton



Matilda Gage



Carrie Chapman Catt



Anna Howard Shaw



Frances Willard



Alice Paul



Lucy Burns



Temperance for a 

Woman’s Movement

 Identified alcoholism with 

Spousal Abuse

 Gave women power and 

influence

 Organized women in 

public sphere

 Allowed women to publish 

pamphlets without ridicule 



In the Public Eye

Members of the Women's Christian Temperance 

Union march on Washington, D.C., in 1909 to 

present a petition.

Temperance parade in Eustis, Florida in 1919. 

Women formed the core of the movement to limit 

the consumption of alcohol in the United States. 

They succeeded with the passage of the 18th 

Amendment in 1919.
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Networking and Publishing



Suffrage… the next logical 

step



Political Cartoons

Satire & Opposition

Women were depicted as destructive for the 

temperance movement. The Movement gains 

and losses momentum depending on the 

popular view.

Women were also painted in that way 

through political cartoons from the 

Anti- Suffrage Movement.



Organized and Ready



New Stages for Women



Family Issues
Anti-Suffragists claim 
1. Those favoring suffrage looked 

to breakdown the American 
Family

2. Women were not capable of 
voting, as their minds were not 
built way

3. Suffrage would be like anarchy

4. Men’s roles would become 
more feminine

The Suffrage Response
1. Women took their children on 

the parades with them

2. Educated women were usually 
members of the Suffrage 
Political groups

3. Most of the original Suffragists 
were the only organized 
women’s group that took a 
stand against “Restellism”

Many of the Temperance Reformers and the 
Suffragists were also opposed to Restellism,
a time period term for abortion.



“[T]he newspaper reports every day of every year 

of scandals and outrages, of wife murders and 

paramour shooting, of abortions and infanticides, 

are perpetual reminders of men’s incapacity to 

cope successfully with this monster evil of society.”

-Speech on “Social Purity”, Chicago 1875

“What ignorance and lack of 

self-government the world is filled with.”



To New Heights & Lengths

Susan B. Anthony and friends 
go to Washington!






