
The Slave Schedule of 1860 

When the census was taken in 1850 & in 1860, enslaved individuals were recorded on a 

separate document called a Slave Schedule.  On the Slave Schedule, the enslaver’s name 

was written down and each person enslaved by him or her was identified with and age, 

gender, and skin color.  Enslaved people’s names were generally not recorded on Slave 

Schedules. 



The Slave Schedule of 1860 

Each person on the Slave Schedule is listed with an age, a gender, and a skin color.  A few 

individuals are also listed with a skill set.  Most slaves on plantations labored as field hands, 

but some enslaved people were skilled artisans who performed many different tasks.  See a 

few individuals were identified on the Slave Schedule with a skill. 



The Slave Schedule of 1860 

The Slave Schedule shows that William H. Gist enslaved 178 people in 1860.  The individuals 

listed with a skill included: 1 cook, 4 blacksmiths, 3 carpenters, 5 seamstresses, 1 brick-mason, 

and 3 house servants.  Note that all 3 house servants were teenagers between 14 - 16 years of age. 


